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It has been cuftomary to call the crown the executive power, 
and the cuftom is continued, though the reafon has ceaied. • 

It was called the executi've, becaule tne perlon whom it fignined ; 

ufed, formerly, to fit in the charader of a judge, in adminillering 1 

or executing the laws. The tribunals were then a part of the i 

court. The power, therefore, which is now called the judicial, is 
what was called the executive ; and, confequently, one or other 
of the terms is redundant, and one of the offices ufelefs. When 
we fpeak of the crown now, it means nothing ; it fignifies neither 
a judge nor a general : befides which it is the laws that govern, 
find not the man. The old terms are kept up, to give an ap- 
pearance of confequence to empty forms: and the only effect they 
Jiave is that of increafing expences. 

Before I proceeded to the means of renderirig governments more [ i 

conducive to the general happinefs of mankind, than they are at 
prefent, it will not be improper to take a review of the progrefs 

of taxation in England. , i 

It is a general idea, that when taxes are once laid on, they are | 

never taken off. However true this may have been of late, it i 

was not always fo. Either, therefore, the people of former times ( \ 

, were more watchful over government than thoie or the prefent, 
or government was adminiftered with lefs extravagance. i 

It is now feven hundred years fince the norman conqueft, and j 

the eftabliffiment of what is called the crown. Taking this por- ; 

tion of time in feven feparate periods of one hundred years each, ! 

the amount of the annual t?xes, at each period, will be as lol- ^ ^ 

lows ; — 

Annual amount of taxes levied by William the Conquerer, 

beginning in the year 1066 - u ~ 

Annual amoiint of taxes at one hundred years from the con- 

queft, (1166) - " '' r ' X. ^ 

Annual amount of taxes at two hundred years from the con- 

queft, (1266) - “ “ J 

Annual amount of taxes at three hundred years from the 

conqueft, (13C6) ' . " r u 

Annual amount of taxes at four nundred years from the con- 
queft, (1466) - 

Thefe ftatemeuts, and thofe which follow, are taken from Sir 
John Sinclair’s Hiftory of the Revenue ; by which it appears, 
that taxes continued decreafing for four hundred years, at the 
expiration of which time they were reduced three-fourths, viz. 
from four hundred thoufand pounds to one hundred thoufand. 
the people of England of the prelent day, have a traditionary 
and hiftorical idea of the bravery of their anceftors ; but what- 
ever their virtues or their vices might have been, they certainly ,* 
were a people who would not be impofed upon, and who kept 
government in awe as to taxation, if not as to principle. Though 
they were not able to expel the monarchial ulurpaiion, ;hey re- 
ftrifted it to a republican oeconomy of taxes. 

Let us now review the remaining three hundred years. 
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Annual amount of taxes at five hundred years from the con- 
queft, (1566) - _ _ _ - /* 00 

Annual amount of taxes at fix hundred years from the con- ^ 

queft, (1666) ,,8oco,ooo 

Annual amount of taxes at the prefent time, (1791) 1 7,000,000 

The difference between the firft four hundred years and the 
laft three, is fo aftonilhing, as to warrant an opinion, that the 
national charader of the Englifti has changed. It would have 
been impoffible to have dragooned the former Englifh, into the 
excefs of taxation that now exifts ; and when it is confidered that 
the pay of the army, the navy, and of all the revenue officers, is 
the fame now as it was above a hundred years ago, when the taxes 
were not above a tenth part ofwhat they are at prefent, it appears 
impoffible to account for the enormous increafe and expenditure^ 
on any other ground, than extravagance, corruption, and intrigue** 


* Several of the court newfpapcrs have of late made frequent mention 
of Wat Tyler. That his mcmorvffiould be traduced by court fycophants, 
and all thofe who live on the fpoii of a public, is not to be wondered at. 
He \yas however, the means of checking the rage and injuftice of taxa- 
tion in his time, and the nation owed much to his valour. The hiftory 
is concifely this : — -In the time of Richard the fecond, a poll-tax was le- 
vied, of one fliilling per head, upon every perfon in the nation, of what- 
ever eftate or condition, on poor as well as rich, above the aj^e of 
fifteen years. If any favour was fhewn in the law, it was to the ridi ra- 
ther than to the poor ; as no perfon could be charged m6re than twenty 
ftiiilings for himfclf, family, and fervants, though ever fo numerous ; 
while all other families, under the number of twenty, were charged per 
head. Poll-taxes had always been odious j but this being alfo oppreffive 
and unjuft, it excited, as it naturally muft, univcrfal dereftation among the 
poor and middle claffcs. The perfon known by the name of \\''ar 1 ^’ler, 
whefe proper name was Walter, and a tylcr by trade, lived at Deptford. 
The gatherer of the poll-tax, on coming to his houfe, demanded tax for 
one of his daughters, whom Tyler declared was under the ajre of fifteen. 
The tax-gatherer infiftcd on fatisfying himfclf, and began an indecent 
examination of the girl, which enraging the father, he ftruck him with a 
hammer, that brought him to the ground, and was the caufe of his death. 

This circumftance ferved to bring the difeontenjs to an iffue. The inha- 
bitants of the neighbourhood cfpoufed the caufe of Tyler, who in a few 
days was joined, according to fome hiftorics, by upwards of fifty thoufand 
men, and chofen their chief. With this force he marched to London, to 
demand an abolition of the tax, and a redrefs of their grievances. The 
court, finding itfelf in a forlorn condition, and unable to make rcfiftance, 
agreed, with Richard at its head, to hold a conference with Tyler in 
Smithficld, making many fair profcffions, courtier like, of its difpofitions 
to redrefs the oppreffions. While Richard and Tylcr were in converfa- 
tion on thefe matters, each being on horfeback. Walworth then mayor or 
London, and one of the creatures of the court, watched an opportunity, 
and like a cowardly aiiallin, ftabbed Tyler with a dagger; and two or 
three others fallingup*:)!! him, he was inftantly facrificed. 

Tylcr appearsLto have been an intrepid, difmtereftcd man, with refpc6f to 
himlelf. Ail his propofals made to Richard, were on a more juft and 
public ground, than thofe which had been made to John by the Barons ; 
and iiotwithftauding the fycophancy of hiftorians, and men like Mr, 
Burke, who feck to glofs over a bafe a6fion of the court by traducing Ty- 
k.’, his fame will outlive their falfchood, If the Barons merhed a monu- 
Kicnt to be erected in Runnymede, Tylcr laentso ne in Sotklificld. 
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